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A little about us

Wrobel & Co., Attorneys-at-Law, 1s an mternational law firm

Our o

Ny,

based m Belize City, Belize.

ice speclalizes n a wide array oflegal services. All of our

services - from real estate and retrement services to corporate

advice - aim to link people with a better life.

Our Belize lawyers know the culture in Belize. We know the legal

system. We want to know you.



One Country, Several Tracks

1. Retire In Belize - QRP

2. Move and Live in Belize in Another Way -
Non-Retirees

3. Belize Temporary Residency Visa



1.Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FIRST OPTION


Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Overview

- Efficient path to foreign residency
- Managed by the Belize Tourism Board (BTB)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Belize QRP is an efficient path to foreign residency. The QRP is managed by the Belize Tourism Board and provides for a multitude of incentives for applicants that satisfy the program’s requirements.


Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Who Qualifies?

* Any Retired Person 45 years or older
* Dependents include spouse and children under 18 years

« Must be receiving a pension or annuity of US$2,000 monthly
or US$24,000 annually


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any Retired Person 45 years or older.
Dependents only include spouse and children under 18 years (children under 23 years can be allowed providing a school enrollment certificate)
Must be receiving a pension or annuity of US$2,000 monthly or US$24,000 annually


Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Who Qualifies?

* Provide a written undertaking to deposit the amount in a bank,
credit union or a licensed financial institution in Belize

» Pass security clearance

 Remain in Belize for a minimum of 30 cumulative days
annually


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Must be able to provide a written undertaking to deposit the amount in a bank, credit union or a licensed financial institution in Belize 
Must pass the security clearance by the Ministry of National Security in Belize
Must be able to remain in Belize for a minimum of 30 days annually


Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)




Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Incentives & Benefits

Qualified Retired Persons ...

+ personal effects free of taxes

+ a vehicle no older than 3 years from the present year
+ a boat and light aircraft free of tax

+ tax exemptions


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
can import personal effects free of taxes
can import a vehicle no older than 3 years from the present year
can import a boat and light aircraft free of tax to be used for personal use
are exempted from payment of all taxes on income received from outside Belize
(Note: While the QRP visa offers full-time residency, new residents can enjoy all benefits even by spending as little as a month a year in the country.)
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Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Documents Required for the QRP

. Submit Application Form (Request Form)
. Notarized Birth Certificate Copy for each member of the family

Notarized Marriage Certificate Copy (if married and spouse is a
dependent)

. Police Record from last place of residence, issued less than a month

prior to application

Notarized Color Copies of Complete Passport (including all blank
pages) for each family member

Proof of Income, showing a monthly income of a minimum of

US$2,000.00 through a pension or annuity that has been generated
outside of Belize

. Medical Examination plus AIDS test for each member of the family
. Four front and four side passport photographs of each family member



Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

General Information

Qualified Retired Persons ...

* Not allowed to seek employment in Belize

* Need to submit yearly bank statement

* Required to renew retiree status

 Need a customs broker...

« Tax exemptions are limited on certain items
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Presentation Notes
General Information for QRP Persons

Are not allowed to seek employment in Belize; however, voluntary work is encouraged
Need to submit a yearly bank statement showing compliance with the financial requirements of the program
Are required to renew your retiree status every year
Need a customs broker to process their importation of personal effects, vehicle and/or boat at their expense
Are not allowed tax exemptions on items used to repair or build, neither tools of their trade or alcohol. 


Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

Changes to Come in 2023

The Belize Tourism Board is considering substantial changes to
the QRP this year.

After preliminary talks with BTB representatives, we believe these

changes will make the program even more attractive moving
forward.

You can find a video regarding the potential changes on our
YouTube page (Wrobel & Co, Attorneys -at-Law ), and we will

continue to relay new info via this channel as well as our
mailing list.



Belize Qualified Retirement Program
(QRP)

How We Can Help

Only by retaining a Belize retirement attorney can you ensure the
smoothest process possible. All of our former clients have
achieved QRP status after being advised by our firm.

We can walk you through the various steps of the QRP application
process and be at your side every step of the way.



2. Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees
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SECOND OPTION
Relocating to Belize might just be the smartest decision you ever make. 

Take it from me …



2. Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

A.Temporary Residency
B. Tourist Visa

C.Work Permit
D.Permanent Residency
E.Nationality



Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Option A - Temporary Investors
Residency Porgam

Program designed for business owners who have
business investments in Belize valued at

BZ$500,000.00/US$250,000.00 or more


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Temporary Residency 

Any person who meets the requirements may apply to the Director of Immigration and Nationality Services to be granted temporary residency in Belize. This program is designed for business owners who have business investments in Belize valued a BZ$500,000.00/US$250,000.00 or more – Temporary Investor Residency status allows you to live, work, and carry out investments and business ventures in Belize.





Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Temporary Residency - Requirements

5. Details and evidence of investments in Belize valued

at not less than BZ$500,000/US$250.000.00 along
with the followimng:

e title of real estate ownership

* business or personal bank statements
» trade license

* soclal security registration or card
 general sales tax returns

* business tax returns

* certification
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Presentation Notes
Temporary Residency - Requirements 

5. Details and evidence of investments in Belize valued at not
    less than BZ$500,000/US$250.000.00 along with the
    following:
• title of real estate ownership 
• business or personal bank statements 
• company registration certificate or other certification showing the interest of applicant in a corporate body as owner of the body or of a majority or controlling interest 


Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Temporary Residency

— I+l =

USA Citizen Canadian Citizen EU Citizen
Initial Fee  $2 000.00 $2,000.00 $3,000.00

Renewal $400.00 $400.00 $600.00

Fee
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Temporary Residency 

Upon the approval of an application, there is a temporary residency fee of that
needs to be paid prior to receiving the permit for temporary residency. This fee is
due annually upon the renewal date. The cost varies depending on the
nationality of the applicant. If the applicant does not wish to renew his/her
permit, the permit will terminate on the expiration date. The turnaround time for
these applications is dependent on obtaining security clearance, which may take
up to 6 months or more. This program does not lead to Belizean citizenship.

Citizens of the USA - US$2,000.00 initial fee/Renewal Fee US$400.00
Citizens of Canada  - US$2,000.00 initial fee/Renewal Fee US$400.00
Citizens of the EU    - US$3,000.00 initial fee/Renewal Fee US$600.00



Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Option B

Tourist Visa

Renew for US$100/month.
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Presentation Notes
Second Option - option B

Tourist Visa

A Belize tourist visa/visitor’s permit enables you to live in Belize (and fall in love with everything the country has to offer) on a monthly basis.

Go to a Belize immigration office and renew for US$100/month. After six months, you do not have to leave Belize, as would be the case almost everywhere else in the Americas. 



Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Tourist Visa

Citizens of the following countries do not need to
apply in advance:

- CARICOM - New Zealand - El Salvador
- USA - Mexico - Colombia
- Canada - Norway - Guatemala
- UK - Venezuela - Brazil

- Australia - Costa Rica - Japan
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Presentation Notes
Residents of other nations need to apply in advance for a visitor’s entry permit before they travel to Belize.


Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Option C
Work Permit
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Presentation Notes
To seek employment in Belize, you need a work permit. Once acquired, you could work for hire or for a salary.  



Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Option D
Permanent Residency



Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Permanent Residency - Requirements

* Belize Permanent Residency Application form

* HIV test

* Police certificate absent of criminal convictions
* Proof of financial stability

* Residency fee

» Cannot leave Belize for two cumulative weeks


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The basic requirements include:
Fill out a Belize Permanent Residency Application form
Take an HIV test
Submit a recent police certificate absent of criminal convictions
Provide proof of financial stability
Pay the residency fee, which varies by nationality
You cannot leave Belize for a period of more than two weeks during the previous year


Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Permanent Residency - Benefits

e Work In Belize like a citizen
e travel without restrictions
e path to Belizean citizenship


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Keep in mind that the application period is extensive due to a backlog at the Immigration Department.

Once you receive permanent residency
you can work in Belize like any citizen
you can travel to and from Belize without any restrictions
And after five years of being a permanent resident, you will be eligible to apply for full Belizean citizenship.


Moving to Belize for Non-Retirees

Option D & E

Permanent Residency & Nationality



Relocating to Belize



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention a few popular places for retirees and digital nomads


Relocating to Belize

How We Can Help

Our law office can help you through any of
the processes outlined .

Call us to get started on your new life today!


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Due to the pandemic, we created two new service.


Smart Viewing

Let us be your eyes with
Smart Viewing

L


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If it’s difficult for you to travel to Belize right now we created a service to help you purchase real estate by being your man on the ground.

With our Smart Viewing service, someone from our law firm will: 
- Investigate the property on your behalf 
- Email you video clips and photos of the walkthrough 
- Provide a virtual tour in real time if desired 
- Provide an independent opinion of the property

We have successfully assisted people like you become homeowners in Belize—for years! We recently helped some folks from Texas purchase a residence at the Itz’ana Resort and Residences. 


www.lawbelize.bz/belizeexpatlife
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Presentation Notes
We have a segment called Chat with an Expat where we interview expats in Belize. We’ve interviewed many business owners who share their stories in these articles. The last expat we interviewed was Richard Price from the UK. He owns Premium Wine and Spirits. He talked about the differences in running a business in the UK versus Belize. Go to my website www.lawbelize.bz/belizeexpatlife and you’ll find all the articles there.


QUESTIONS?

e

i

If you want to talk to our legal team personally,
please contact us today.




Stay in Touch!

*Sent every few weeks
* Ask me questions dmrectly
A e e

www.lawbelize.bz
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If you have a question later in the day, stay touch! Sign up to our newsletter at our website. You’ll get info about the goings-on in Belize directly from me. To join the list, scroll down to the bottom of our homepage at www.lawbelize.bz and you’ll be invited to subscribe, or look for the envelope icon at the bottom of our website.

I usually respond to all inquiries within 24 hours.


Ryan J. Wrobel, J.D., LL.M, C.L.E.

/qﬁ%‘ﬁzc?{x ¢ —at - L(K(gr
ot

Main Office
111 North Front Street
Seaside Suite 201
Marine Terminal Belize City, Belize

Belize: +501 - 223- 1013
USA: +1- 646 - 559 - 6757 (rings in the main office)
: +501 223- 1013

www.lawbelize.bz
ryan@lawBelize.bz
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