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A little about us:

Wrobel & Co., Attorneys - at - Law, is an international law firm 
based in Belize City, Belize. 

Our office specializes in a wide array of legal services. All of 
our services - from real estate and retirement services to 

offshore advice - aim to link people with a better life.  

Our Belize lawyers know the culture in Belize. We know the 
legal system. We want to know you.

Presented by Wrobel & Co.



Bringing Fido Into Belize

This dog made it!



Requirements

1. Valid Import Permit .
2. Recent Veterinary Certificate of Health .
3. Valid Rabies Certificate .
4. (Dogs and cats that do not satisfy the rabies 

requirements will be held in confinement.)

Note: a BAHA veterinary officer or quarantine officer   
reserves the right to inspect animals placed in 
confinement at any time.

Belize Agricultural Health 
Authority (BAHA)



Requirements

5. Veterinary Inspection.
6. Stamp Duty.

Guidelines
1. Obtain a valid import permit .
2. Animals will only be inspected at the port of entry

specified on the import permit .
3. A Risk Analysis may be conducted by BAHA prior to the

issuance of an import permit .

Belize Agricultural Health Authority



Guidelines

4. The Director of Animal Health must be notified of the
date and time of your pets’ arrival .

5. Animals/Pets that do not pass the veterinary
inspections will be returned to their point of origin .

6. All animals/pets allowed into Belize are subjected to
quarantine .

Belize Agricultural Health Authority



Procedures to Acquire an Import Permit

1. Application form to import live animals .
2. Application fee of BZ$50 .00

Belize Agricultural Health Authority



Time frame for Acquiring Permit

1. On average the application process takes seven (7)
business days.

2. Should a risk analysis need to be performed, the time
frame may take several weeks to months to complete .

Note : The issuance of an import permit does not
guarantee entry into Belize .

Belize Agricultural Health Authority





New Rules

1. Starting February 1, 2021 , only trained service animals
can fly in the cabin

2. Checked pet services - SUSPENDED

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines



Airline Requirements

1. An original and a copy of a health certificate .
2. Rabies Certificate .
3. Dogs and cats must be at least eight (8) weeks old to

travel .

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines



Kennel Limitations

1. No more than seven (7) pets are allowed on the same
flight with the exception of service animals .

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines



Cabin Pets – Pet Carrier Guidelines

1. Maximum size for pet carriers (in cabin) – 19” long x
13” wide x 9” high .

2. Weight should be no more than 20 lbs .
3. Soft sided carriers are accepted if they are water

repellent and padded nylon with mesh ventilation on
two or more sides.

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines



Cabin Pets – Pet Carrier Guidelines

4 . A pet kennel counts as a passenger’s carry - on or
personal item .
5.      Only one (1) kennel per passenger.
6 . Pets are not allowed outside of their pet carriers during
the flight .

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines



Check the American Airlines website

1. Dog and cat restrictions
2. Checkin - in pets guidelines

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines





Breed Restrictions

Pet Shipping Services 
Am er ican  Air lin es

Breed Restrictions - DOGS
Affenpinscher Dogue De Bordeaux Pit Bull
Boston Terrier English Toy Spaniel Presa Canario
Boxer (All breeds) Japanese Chin Pug (All breeds)
Brussels Griffon Lhasa Apso Shar Pei
Bulldog (All breeds) Mastiff (All breeds) Shih Tzu
Cane Corso Pekingese Tibetan Spaniel

Breed Restrictions - CATS
Burmese Exotic Shorthair Himalayan
Persian



Charges for Cabin and Checked Pets

Pet Shipping Services 
American Airlines

Service Charge

Cabin Pets US$125.00 per kennel (per  flight leg)

Checked Pets US$175.00 per kennel (per flight leg)

Assistance animals (eg. 
Seeing eye dogs)

No charge



● Carriers that will no longer allow emotional support 
an im als: American, Delta, United, JetBlue, Spirit, 
Alaska an d Frontier 

- Am erican  Airlin es:  on ly t ra in ed  se rvice  an im als can  fly 
in  t h e  cab in  st a rt in g Feb . 1

- Un it ed  Airlin es:  will s t op  le t t in g em ot ion a l support  
an im als fly a ft e r Feb . 28 . 

- Carrie rs a re  n ot  h on orin g n ew request s for em ot ion a l 
support  an im als as of Jan . 11.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
emotional support animals (ESA)



What is a trained service dog?

Dogs are “individually trained to do work or perform tasks 
for the benefit of a qualified individual with a disability.” 

That includes physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual or 
other mental disabilities.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



What animals are allowed to fly freely in the cabin?

Only trained service dogs will be allowed to fly without 
charge and without being in a carrier. 

Those that were considered “comfort” or “emotional 
support” animals — dogs, ducks, rabbits or others — will 
no longer be allowed on planes without a cost or without 
being in a carrier. Some may be brought on under existing 
pet policies.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



Requirements for ESA

1. Owners must fill out DOT forms with information about 
the animal’s health, training, and behavior and turn 
them in 48 hours in advance. 

2. Name of the person or organization that trained the 
animal as well as a phone number. 

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



Requirements for ESA

3.     The form  requires passengers to check a box saying 
they understand that if they knowingly make false 
statements, they can be subject to fines and other 
penalties.

4.     For flights longer than eight hours, owners also have to 
fill out a form confirming that the dog would either not 
need to relieve itself or could do so on the plane “without 
creating a health/sanitation issue.”

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



Requirements for ESA

5.     Carriers are allowed to require a service dog to either fit 
on a handler’s lap or within their foot space on the floor. 
Dogs have to be harnessed or leashed and be well -
behaved.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



What if you have a doctor’s note?

This no longer matters to airlines under new DOT rules.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



Prices

To bring a pet in the cabin, the cost ranges from $99 each 
way on Frontier to $125 on American, Delta, United and 
JetBlue.

New Restrictions for Pets and 
(ESA)



Your Pet Will Receive The Following Services

● Obtain Pet Import Permit
(like a passport for your pet)

● PassAirport Inspection
(preventing nights in animal jail)

● Facilitate Payment of Airport Duty
(preventing too big a hole in owner’s wallet)

How We Can Help



Your Pet Will Have Its Own Guardian Angel

● On the day of your pet’s arrival, a Wrobel & Co staff
member arrives at the Airport to provide the Inspector
with all necessary documentation and permits prior to
the pet's inspection .

● We will wait to ensure that the pet is successfully
cleared through customs before leaving the airport .

● No lockdown for your pet!

How We Can Help



How We Can Help

Home Sweet Home!



Your Pet Will Have A Law Firm On Retainer

How We Can Help

Wrobel & Co will be here
to assist with any
problems your pet has
for three years after
entry into Belize . This
includes re- entry (for a
small additional fee) in
case Fido needs a
vacation from his Belize
lifestyle .



OUR SERVICES

Wrobel & Co. began more than a decade ago as a boutique 
law firm focusing on real estate and business law in Belize.  
In response to additional client needs, we now offer a full 
array of services for clients and their money:

• Real Estate Services
• Retirement and Relocation Services
• Offshore Companies and Banking
• Other Legal Services (everything from intellectual 

property law to civil litigation)



QUESTIONS?

If you want to talk to our legal team 
personally, please contact us today.



STAY IN TOUCH!

www.lawbelize.bz

• Sent every 4 weeks (or so)

• Ask me questions directly

• Reliable information



Ryan J. Wrobel, J.D., LL.M, C.L.E.

Main Office
111 North Front Street

Seaside Suite 201
Belize Marine Terminal

Belize City, Belize

San Pedro, Ambergris Caye Office
Vilma Linda Plaza, 2nd Floor, Tarpon Street

Belize: +501 - 223- 1013
USA: +1- 646 - 559 - 6757 (rings in the Belize City Office)

WWW.LAWBELIZE.BZ
ryan@LawBelize.bz

http://www.lawbelize.bz
mailto:ryan@LawBelize.bz
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